Name: Denise M. Ambrosait                      Cooperating Teacher: Mrs. Gail Kempton
Grade: 5               Date: October 25, 2000               Subject: Reading
Objectives: As a result of this lesson students will be able to:
• Locate and verbalize the main idea of story.
• Support the main idea with facts from the story.
• Decipher between "important" and "unimportant" information
Standards:  Standard 1: Students will read, write, listen and speak for information and understanding.
Standard 2: Students will read, write, listen and speak for literary response and expression.
Standard 3: Students will read, write, and speak for critical analysis and evaluation.
Standard 4: Students will read. write and listen and speak for social interaction.
Materials:   Easel and color marker, handout sheet, CD Player & Music CD
Initiating    After students are seated at the reading table, ask them to close their eyes and listen
Activity:    carefully. Play a few moments from CD (^13 Bach's Minuet in G Major from "Guitar by
the Sea." Ask them to listen carefully. How does the sound of the waves make you feel?
(get response). How do you think this is related to our topic?
Procedure: Review homework. Review predictions that we made on Friday. (See Color Sheet).
To help us understand all the information in an article, it helps us to know what the Main Idea is. Who
can tell us, in your words what a Main idea is? (It is the most important point of the story.) Sometimes
it is written in a simple sentence. Sometimes we can't find one, so we have to summarize and use our
own words to state the main idea.
Let us read page 97 to ourselves and see if we can decipher what the Main Idea is. Give them a minute
to read. Model for the students: How would I say this in my own words? Maybe, it's this: A living
coral reef is like an underwater city. Let me see if the details back that up. Well, it's like a city because
it's full of fantastic shapes and structures. Millions of creatures live there, too. They support the main
idea, so I must be right. What do you think? Have students tell me what they think. Hand out my
Main Idea sheet. Have the students write what we just discussed on the sheet, as I write it on the
Easel. Then, have students read the next page. After they have read the page have them fill out their
ideas on the page. Let them share their ideas with their partner. Then with the group. Do this for the
next page. As the group discusses findings, write results on the easel board, (and so on for each page).
Seatwork: Have them finish reading this story and filling out the chart by themselves.
Assessment: I will do ongoing assessment as we share our findings after main idea. I will also collect
these sheets at next reading group, and assess from their written answers.
Follow-up Activity: So many problems threaten the coral reefs. What is one thing people may do to
help? Show sheet: 25 things you can do to save coral reefs. Discuss what they can do to help or have
them write letter for more information:
The Coral Reef Alliance          or    
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Admin.
2014 Shattuck Ave.                    
Office of Public Affairs
Berkeley, CA 94704                   
14th and Constitution Aves. NW
                                                               
Room 6013

Washington, DC 20230
